
American Iron and Steel (AIS) 
Guidance for 

Clean Water & Drinking Water 
State Revolving Fund Projects 

TWDB-1106 
RevOS/19 

This document is not a comprehensive representation of the federal requirements. For complete details of 
tl}e federal requirements visit: https://www.epa.gov/cwsrf/state-revolvmg-fund-american-iron-and-steel
a1s-req wrement 

In a.I!Y instance when there µi_ay be a discrepancy between this guiqance and the actual federal 
requirements, program participants must adhere to the federal reqU1rements. 



Table of Contents 

Overview ..................................... ...... ..... ................................ ..... ........ , . .. . . . .. . .. .. . . . . . . . .. .. . . . . . . . . . .. .. .. .. .. .. . . . 4 

Effective Dates ....... .. ........ ... ..... ........ .. .... .. ..... .. ...... .... ........ ... ...... .... ....... .. .... .. ...... .................... ...... ... ... 4 

United States (U.S.) Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Guidance .................. ............ ... ....... .. 5 

Covered Iron and Steel Products . ..... .. ... ... ..... .... .... . . ... . ... .... .. .. . .... ... .. .. ... .. . .. .. . ... .. ... . .... . . . .......... ............ 5 

Waivers .. .......... .. ................... ...... .......... ........ ......... .... ....... ..... .......... ....... .. ... .... ....... ............... .. ... .......... 6 

Waiver Process .. .. . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .. .. . . .. . . .. .. .. . . .. .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . .. .. . . . . . .. . .. .. .. .. . . . . . . . . .. .. .. . .. .. .. . . . . . . . .. . .. .. . 6 

Compliance ............. ... ............ ......... . ......... ... ...... .. ...... ... .. .. .. .... ... ... .. ................ .. ..... .... ... . . .. ..... . ...... ... ........ .. 7 

TWDB Compliance Procedures . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . .. . . .. . . . . . . . . . . 7 

Recommendations and Best Management Practices . . . . . . . .. .. .. .. ... . .. . . .. .. . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . .. . . . .. . . . 9 

Attachment 1: American Iron and Steel Requirement Guidance (March 20, 2014) .......... .. ............ ... .. 10 

Attachment 2: Questions and Answers Part 1: Valves and Hydrants (May 30, 2014, updated 
October27, 2015) .. .......... ............. .. ..... ... ..... ...... .. .. ........... ...... ... ......... ....... ........ .. .. .. ........... .. .. ...... .... 11 

Attachment 3: Questions and Answers Part 2: Products, Projects and 
Process (September 10, 2014) ........................................................ ... ...... ... ..... .... ........ ........... .. .. .... . 12 

Attachment 4: Questions and Answers Part 3: Plans and specifications dates, 
Refinancing and Coatings (March 16, 2015) ............ ... .. ..... .... ..................... .................................. . 13 

Attachment 5: EPA Approved Waivers ......... ............ . .......... . ............................... ....... ......... . 14 

a. De Minimis waiver pursuant to Section 436 of P.L. 113-76, Consolidated 
Appropriations Act (CAA) (April 15, 2014) .................... ...... ...... ........ .. ..... ... ..... ..................... 14 

b. Nationwide Plans and Specs waiver pursuant to Section 436 of P.L. 113-76, 
Consolidated Appropriations Act (CAA) (April 15, 2014) .................... ... .. .. ........................... 15 

c. Short-Term National Product Waiver for Stainless Steel Nuts and Bolts used in 
Pipe Couplings, Restraints, Joints, Flanges, and Saddles (February 18, 2015) .. ... ... . .... .. ....... .. 16 

d. National Product Waiver for Pig Iron and Direct Reduced Iron (February 18, 2015) ............... 17 
e. National Product Waiver for Minor Components in Iron and Steel Products 

(with Cost Ceiling) (October 27, 2015) ........... .............................. ......... ..... .... .... .... .. ... .. ....... ... 18 
f. One-Year Extension of the Short-Term National Product Waiver for Stainless Steel Nuts and 

Bolts Used in Pipe Couplings, Restraints, Joints, Flanges, and Saddles (February 22, 2016) .. 19 
g. One-Year Extension of the Short-Term National Product Waiver for Stainless Steel Nuts and 

Bolts Used in Pipe Couplings, Restraints, Joints, Flanges, and Saddles (January 18, 2017) .... 20 
h. Final Extension of the Short-Term National Product Waiver for Stainless Steel Nuts and Bolts 

Page 2 of 32 



Used in Pipe Couplings, Restraints, Joints, Flanges, and Saddles (August 24, 2018) ..... ............... 21 

Attachment 6: EPA Waiver Request .. ... .. ................ .... .. ........... ..... ...................... ................. .. ... .. .. ....... 22 

Information Checklist for Waiver Request . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 22 

EPA Checklist for Waiver Request .. . . .. . .. .. . .. . . . . . .. .. . .. . . . .. . . . .. . .. . .. . . . . . .. . . . . . .. . . ... . . . . .. . . . ... . . . . . . . . .. . . . . .. . . .. . . . . . 23 

Attachment 7: Construction Contract Language . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 24 

Attachment 8: Sample Certifications.......................... ...................... ..... ................................. 25 

Final Manufacturer Certification - Version 1 - AIS Products Delivered to Project Site ........ ......... 26 

Final Manufacturer Certification - Version 2 - AIS Products Purchased from Supplier ...... .... . .. 27 

Step Certification ................................... ................................................................................................ 28 

Step Certification Letter . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . .. .. .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 8 

Step Certification Log . .... .... .. .. ........ .. .... .. ... . ... . ....... ... . . ... . . . . ... . . .. . . ... . . . . . . . . ..... ... . ... ... ...... 29 

De Minimis Log ........................... ...................... ...... ..... .... ....... .......... ................ ............ 30 

Attachment 9: American Iron and Steel Certificate ................................................................ ....... 31 

Page 3 of32 



Overview 
It is the intent of the Texas Water Development Board (TWDB) to ensure that applicants, consultants 
and contractors are provided with procedures and recommendations for implementation of the 
American Iron and Steel (AIS) provisions for the Clean and Drinking Water State Revolving Funds. 
These provisions are currently contained in Section 608 of the Federal Water Pollution Control Act (33 
U.S.C. §1388) for the Clean Water State Revolving Fund (CWSRF) program and in federal laws, 
including the federal appropriation acts and Section 1452(a)(4) of the Safe Drinking Water Act (42 
U.S.C. §300j-12(a)(4)), as applicable, for the Drinking Water State Revolving Fund (DWSRF) 
program. 

The AIS provisions require CWSRF and DWSRF assistance recipients to use iron and steel products 
that are produced in the United States for projects for the construction, alteration, maintenance, or 
repair of a public water system or treatment works. For the CWSRF program, the AIS 
requirements apply only to the construction, alteration, maintenance, or repair of treatment 
works 1 projects. For the DWSRF program, the AIS requirements apply to all public water 
system projects. Based on the statutory provisions, the effective date depends on the date the TWDB 
loan was closed and varies by program. 

Effective Dates 

CWSRF· 

If the loan closes on or after October 1, 2014: 

(a) If the Plans and Specifications for the project were approved by 
Exempt from AIS 

TWDB prior to June 10, 2014 
(b) If the Plans and Specifications for the project were approved by 

AIS applies 
TWDB on or after June 10, 2014 

DWSRF: 
The American Iron and Steel provisions generally apply to any financial assistance closed on or 

after January 17, 2014. There may be statutory exceptions to the AIS requirements based on the 
date of approval of plans and specifications by a state agency. The entity should contact the 
project's Team Manager or Project Manager if there are questions regarding AIS exceptions. 

CWSRF and DWSRF 
Planning, Acquisition, and Design funded separately from the Construction Phase: 

If the original loan for the planning and/or design of a project closed prior to January 17, 2014, then 
the AIS provision would not apply to the construction phase of the same project. 

1. "Treatments works" is defined in 33 U.S. Code § 1292 (2) . 
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United States (IJ.S,) Environmental Protection Agency <EPA) Guidance 
EPA has provided guidance through the following resources: 

1. American Iron and Steel Requirement Guidance (March 20, 2014) (Attachment 1) 

2. Questions and Answers Part 1: Valves and Hydrants (May 30, 2014) (Attachment 2) 
3. Questions and Answers Part 2: Products, Projects and Process (September 10, 2014) (Attachment 3) 
4. Questions and Answers Part 3: Plans and specifications dates, Refinancing and Coatings 

(March 16, 2015) (Attachment 4) 

5. EPA's American Iron and Steel webpage - https://www.epa.gov/cwsrf/state~revo1ving-fund

american-iron-and-steel-ais-reguirement 

Please contact TWDB with any questions regarding applicability of AIS requirements. 

Covered Iron and Steel Products 
If the project receiving CWSRF or DWSRF funds must comply with the AIS requirements, then all 

covered iron and steel products must be made in the United States, no matter whether the CWSRF or DWSRF 

was the source of funds used to purchase a particular covered iron and steel product. The entity may not use 

funds from non-State Revolving Fund sources, including the entity's own funds, to pay for a non-compliant 

iron or steel product used in the project. 

AIS requirements apply to the following products made primarily of iron or steel, permanently 

incorporated into the public water system or treatment works: 

• Lined or unlined pipes or fittings; 

• Manhole Covers; 

• Municipal Castings; 

• Hydrants; 

• Tanks; 

• Flanges; 

• Pipe clamps and restraints; 

• Valves; 

• Structural steel; 

• Reinforced precast concrete; and 

• Construction materials . 

Mechanical and electrical components, equipment, and systems are not considered iron and steel 

products, and are exempt from AIS requirements. Mechanical equipment is typically that which has 

motorized parts and/or is powered by a motor. Electrical equipment is typically any machine powered 

by electricity and includes components that are part of the electrical distribution system. 
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Waivers 
AIS provisions permit EPA to issue waivers for a case or category of cases where EPA finds ( 1) that 

applying these requirements would be inconsistent with the public interest; (2) iron and steel products 

are not produced in the United States in sufficient and reasonably available quantities and of a 

satisfactory quality; or (3) inclusion of iron and steel products produced in the United States will 

increase the cost of the overall project by more than 25 percent. 

EPA has granted nationwide waivers, which are attached hereto as Attachment 5: 

1. De Minimis waiver pursuant to Section 436 of P .L. 113-76, Consolidated Appropriations Act 

(CAA) (April 15, 2014). The De Minimis waiver permits the use of products when they occur in de 

minimis incidental components to the project. Funds used for de minimis incidental components 

cumulatively may not exceed 5% of the total cost of the materials used in and incorporated into the 

project; the cost of an individual item may not exceed 1 % of the total cost of materials used in and 

incorporated into the project. 

2. Nationwide Plans and Specs waiver pursuant to Section 436 of P.L. 113-76, Consolidated 

Appropriations Act (CAA) (April 15, 2014) 

3. Short-Term National Product Waiver for Stainless Steel Nuts and Bolts used in Pipe Couplings, 

Restraints, Joints, Flanges, and Saddles (February 18, 2015) 

4. National Product Waiver for Pig Iron and Direct Reduced Iron (February 18, 2015) 

5. National Product Waiver for Minor Components in Iron and Steel Products (with Cost Ceiling) 

(October 27, 2015) 

6. One-Year Extension of the Short-Term National Product Waiver for Stainless Steel Nuts and Bolts 

Used in Pipe Couplings, Restraints, Joints, Flanges, and Saddles (February 22, 2016) 

7. One-year Extension of the Short-Term National Product Waiver for Stainless Steel Nuts and Bolts 

Used in Pipe Couplings, Restraints, Joints, Flanges, and Saddles (January 18, 2017) 

8. Final Extension of the Short-Term National Product Waiver for Stainless Steel Nuts and Bolts Used 

in Pipe Couplings, Restraints, Joints, Flanges, and Saddles (August 24, 2018) 

EPA's American Iron and Steel webpage includes any waivers issued -

https://www.epa.gov/cwsrf/state-revolv.ing-fund-american-iron-and-ste.el-ais-reguirement 

Waiver Process 

EPA has implemented a waiver application process to allow the State, on behalf of the applicant, to 

apply for waivers of the AIS requirement directly to EPA Headquarters. Only waiver requests received 

from the State will be considered. A waiver application may be submitted at any time during the 

project, however until a waiver is granted by EPA, the AIS requirement stands. 
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In order to apply for a project waiver, the assistance recipient should email the request in the form of a 

Word document (.doc) to the TWDB project engineer. Proper and sufficient documentation must be 

provided by the assistance recipient. 

After receiving an application for waiver of the AIS requirements, EPA Headquarters will publish the 

request on its website for 15 days and receive informal comment. EPA Headquarters will then 

determine whether the application properly and adequately documents and justifies the statutory basis 

cited for the waiver - that it is quantitatively and qualitatively sufficient - and to determine whether or 

not to grant the waiver. 

EPA will notify TWDB that a waiver request has been approved or denied as soon as such a decision 

has been made. Approved waivers will be posted on the EPA website. The applicant should keep a 

copy of the signed waiver in their AIS Certification File. 

Compliance 

In order to ensure compliance with the AIS requirement, specific AIS contract language must be 

included in each contract, including the construction material purchase agreements. The applicant 

should be aware that AIS requirements will apply to the project through the TWDB commitment 

resolution. 

It is the applicant's responsibility to assure that all construction and purchase contracts are executed in 

compliance with AIS, and a record of all forms and certifications necessary to demonstrating 

compliance with AIS is maintained. To demonstrate compliance with AIS requirements either the final 

manufacturer that delivers the iron or steel product to the worksite, vendor, or contractor, may provide a 

certification asserting that all manufacturing processes occurred in the United States, or the applicant 

may use step certification process, similar to the Federal Highway Administration. The applicant is also 

responsible for monitoring De Minimis Logs to ensure all iron and steel products listed on the log meet 

the requirements of the EPA's De Minims waiver. 

TWDB relies on self-certification by the applicant to document compliance with AIS, and requires the 

applicant to submit a Monthly American Iron and Steel Certificate of Compliance Submittal with each 

outlay report covering requests for funds associated within construction contracts. Failure to submit 

the Monthly American Iron and Steel Certificate of Compliance could delay the release of funds. 

TWDB Compliance Procedures 

In order to be in compliance and satisfy TWDB's requirements for implementation of AIS 

requirements, entities will need to do the following: 

1. The applicant shall prepare and submit any waiver request to the TWDB project engineer. 

TWDB will forward all requests to EPA. Any waiver to the AIS requirements must be issued 

by the EPA. A checklist detailing the types of information required for a waiver to be 
processed, and EPA' s waiver determination checklist is attached as Attachment 6. 
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2. Applicants shall include the following language in the advertisement for bids for all 
applicable construction contracts funded by the TWDB's DWSRF or CWSRF: 

For CWSRF, include - Any contract(s) awarded under this Invitation for Bids is/are subject 

to the American Iron and Steel (AIS) requirements of Section 608 of the Federal Water 

Pollution Control Act (33 US.C §1388). " 

For DWSRF, include - "Any contract(s) awarded under this Invitation for Bids is/are 

subject to the American Iron and Steel (AIS) requirements of federal law, including federal 

appropriation acts and Section 1452(a)(4) of the Safe Drinking Water Act (42 USC §300j-
12(a)(4)), as applicable. " 

3. Applicants shall include the AIS requirements in all applicable construction contracts, which are 
attached as Attachment 7. 

4. Applicants shall include the following language on the General Notes Plan Sheet(s). 

For CWSRF, include - "This project is subject to the American Iron and Steel (AIS) requirements 

of Section 608 of the Federal Water Pollution Control Act (33 US.C §1388). All iron and steel 

products for construction, alteration, maintenance, or repairs incorporated in these plans must 

be produced in the United States" 

For DWSRF, include - "This project is subject to the American Iron and Steel (AIS) 

requirements of federal law, including federal appropriation acts and Section 1452(a)(4) of the 

Safe Drinking Water Act (42 USC §300j-12(a)(4)), as applicable. All iron and steel products 

for construction, alteration, maintenance, or repairs incorporated in these plans must be 

produced in the United States " 

5. The applicant and prime construction contractor must obtain certifications from the final 
manufacturer that delivers the iron and steel product to the worksite, vendor, or contractor 
asserting that all manufacturing processes occurred in the United States (Version 1 of the 

sample letter on page 26). For products not delivered to the project site, the applicant and 
prime contractor must obtain the Final Manufacturer's certification from the supplier (Version 
2 of the sample letter on page 27). The supplier must certify that the projects being provided to 
the contractor for the project are AIS compliant and the contractor and applicant must retain 
copies of the supplier's certification. Note: EPA has determined that a comparable 
manufacturer's certification letter that makes reference to the USDA Rural Utilities Service 
Water and Environmental Programs' American Iron & Steel requirements instead ofEPA's 
AIS requirements would be acceptable. 
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6. The prime construction contractor and applicant are responsible for inspecting iron and steel products 
for any readily visible identification labels indicating the country of origin. 

7. The prime construction contractor and applicant will be required to maintain a file that 
contains the certifications from the final manufacturers, any approved waivers, and the De 
Minimis log. This file must be available for review by TWDB representatives. Sample 
Certification letters, step certification log, and De Minimis Log are included in 
Attachment 8. 

8. The applicant must submit a Monthly American Iron and Steel CertificB:te of Compliance 

Submittal with each outlay report requesting funds associated with construction contracts (i.e., 
covering construction-related invoices), attached as Attachment 9. 

9. The applicant will provide a final certification, after the completion of the construction contract 
and prior to issuance of a Certificate of Approval by the TWDB, stating the project was 
completed in compliance with the AIS requirements, Attachment 10. 

Recommendations and Best Management Practices 

The following recommendations are not required but should be considered by the applicant in 
implementation of the AIS requirements: 

1. AIS requirements should be addressed in the engineering feasibility study to determine 

availability of AIS products, and determine if any requests for waivers need to be initiated. 

2. While a waiver application may be submitted at any time during the project, the applicant 

should consider EPA's review schedule (15-day comment period plus review time) when 
scheduling projects. It is not recommended to request a waiver after the advertisement for bids 

or start of construction unless absolutely necessary. 

3. Develop procedures for maintaining a record of AIS documentation. 

4. Distinguish separate bid items that must comply with AIS requirements on the Bid Form. 

5. Consideration of AIS compliance documentation when developing the contractor submittal 
procedures for shop drawings, material lists, and manufacturer certifications, etc. 

6. Discuss AIS requirements during pre-bid conference and pre-construction meetings, to address 
contractor's responsibilities, and availability of iron and steel products needed to complete the 
project. 
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Attachment 1 - American Iron and Steel Requirement Guidance (March 20, 2014) 
(Double click on the embedded Acrobat version below for a clear copy of the entire document) 

UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
'NASHINGTO\J, o_c. 20460 

llAR 2 0 2014 

SUBJECT: lmplemmfati1>n ul Ami:ricfill Iran imd 5t(e) pr~wisiom or P. L 1 lJ-76, 
Cons,ilidated Approprit.li◄Jn~ Ai::1, 2014 

FROM • f,/ AndrewD.SawyeJS,Director ~ t---
. Office of Wastewater Mm1agement ('1~t~ 

11 
_ ~ _ . 

P..:li::1 C. Gn::.1;<1U. Din:~lur- Qf7.~ 
Office of Ground Water and C~watcr (4601M) 

TO: \Vut<:r \-fam,gemi:nl Di\'isioc. Di.m;lor:; 
Re~ion;:; 1-X 

P.T .. 113-7(,, Consolidiitc-0 • .:\pprol}l'iations Act. 2•)14 (A<:-t), includ.;:s an 
~Ameri1.:ac: Tmn uml SL~d (AT~)" Tt!quin:mcnL in i,ci::Lii,n 436 ll1<11 rclj_Uirelj Cl~un Wul.:r 
State ReYclving Loan Fund {C\VSRF) and Drinking Water State Revolving loan Fund 
(U\\.' :SI.U' ) assistance recipients tc use tron and st<!el products that are produced in the 
Unitc:i States for projects for the construction, alteratiot1, mainrenance, or repair of a 
public w1:1t~ s~..-sk::n or trcatmc:1t works if the project :s funded through an assistance 
avC'\,ITICllt executed h~ginning J111lll(ll}' t 7, ,o· 4 ({'n~<'-1'1Jle.r-t ofthl? Ad) . through the: c:nd 
ol'Fc<lL'T'd.l Fillc-:.1 Y~r 2014. 

Section ,f 3 Cl 1'11.w sets foJtL ccrtaiu cu-cuuistanc~ iutdct .,,,hich EPA u1.<1y wf1ivc :h..:: 
AIS r~w1ireu:enl. hrlhem1orc, the: Act six:dftc.illy c~cmpl:i pr~jc.:ls wht:rc: ;,;~inctring 
plans and ~peeifications wer;; iq:ipro,•c:<l by a %1C~ 11gency prior to Jimmiry 1'.i. 2014. 

The a1,proe.ch descri~d helc-,.,. exp1aini- how 1-J'A wil l ir,plement the AIS 
requirement. Tt:e t1rs.t iiection i~ in the fo1m of questions ru1d answers that ad:iress the 
1},:es of proj~cts that m,1st comply with t1e AIS requkemet1t, the t:,•pes of products 
co•·cn:d by tr.c AIS rcquir,m1~r:t, ;md coruplian~c, The second so?ction is a step-by-step 
pn,ce!;..'> f(n requ~ng wiiiv~n; and the circ1:mstancc.5 under which waivers may be:: 
k\1'3.IUed. 

I t,;n-,-: AcH~ (IJr<L:• .. ~ :o\,-w-weQ :J g,·, 
Flecytk-d 1Rl!tycJablr ~ '"'° r~d .-. th \~lti hta ii I Arc. 1111t i· )-c,b ,,.., "' CO, P-,,~1,.x»,•Hurrer, F'rilcie!S!.. •~ 0,1: ~ rcr: A~~di, j :::h"fi:lr 
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Attachment 2 - Questions and Answers Part 1: Valves and Hydrants (May 30, 2014, 
updated October 27, 2015) 

(Double click on the embedded Acrobat version below for a clear copy of the entire document) 

M;iy 30, 201_4 

American lrpn & St;sel (AIS) Requirement of the C-onsolidated Appr;opriationsAct of2014;(Public Law 

I l 8-Zfil 9'6 Pao 1- Yatvcs and Hwlranh 

Ql: Does the AIS requirement of the Con50lidated.Appropri<luonsActof2014require minor. 
miscellaneous components within a covered valve or hyd~nt, sud! as nuts, bolts and washers, to be 

made in th@ U.S.? 

Al.: The det;nition of "iron and steel products" that must either be domesticalJy produced Of' subject to 

a WilM!F in order to compjy with the AIS requirement-of the Consolidned Appropriations Ac. of 2014 

a, 
TlW! minor axnponents represent •a WHY sm.1U percentage of the iron and steel in the hydr.nts,md 

valves that al'I! de:fiMd-as "iron and steel products.~ ~ minor components-, which EP.&.hi15 le.amed 
through our re5RTCh are wmmtly difficlllt to firld dornestiafly in sufficient qu.antity, sud! as minor 
nuts, bolts, and washers, are not required to be of U.S. o~in. 

Q,2.; Do the actuators/control systems amic:hed to valve5 haw, to aimply with the AIS l'l!quirement, or 
just the wive iU.e1f? 

A2: The AIS requirement of the Consolidated Appropriations Art of 2014 indu.desvalves in its definition 
of •1ron Mid SMI JJl'O(lucts" that recipients must milh ceruin are either domesticillly m;ide or subj,Kt 

to a waiver in Older to comply with the AIS requirement. Actuators and control s,:steuis are not 
included in the definition. Only the valve itselfls required to be either domestically produced or subject 

to a wa-iver in onler m be compliant with the AIS requirement. Absent a warltY', EPA CXHIStdef'S ~Ives 

and ~ts to be domestically produced if thesignffic3nt iron and steel C1S11ponents of a covel'l!d 

valve or hydrant - the body, bonnet, shoe, stem, -..nd w~e/,msc/~/ball- if made of Iron or ~ I, is 
produced rn the U.S. See Q1 -above for a discussion about minor components. The valves and actmtors, 

while ofteri purchilSed and shipped tD;2ther, are two unique products th.it ,1re manufactured.separately 
and typically attached together dumg the final step of the process. Valves are included in the definition 

ar •1ron and :smet products" In the AIS requlrement. Actuaton, whether manual, electric, hydnunc or 
pneumatic, ;ire not listed as an "iron and .steel product" under the AIS ttquirement of the Consolidated 

Appropriations Act of 2014, nor are they ronsideA!d construction matl!rials. Therefore, they do not 

need to be domestically produced in the U.S. in order to comply with th@requirement. 

1of2 
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Attachment 3 - Questions and Answers Part 2: Products, Projects and Process 
(September 10, 2014) 

(Double click on the embedded Acrobat version below for a clear copy of the entire document) 

September 10, 2014 

American Iron a Steel (Als) Requir6ftellt of the COnsofidaed ~ons Al:t of 201A 
(Public 1..- 113-76) 

Q&APart2 

PRODUCT QUESTIONS 

L Q.: Do all fasteners qu.l"lfy for de millimis exernpdon? 

A: No. There is no broad exemption for fnteners from the American Iron ;and Steel (AIS) 

requirements. Signific:ant·fute11ers used in SRf projects are not subject to die de minimis waiver 
fw projects and must comply with the A1S requirements .. Significant fasteners indude fasteners 

produced to industry standards (e,&., ASTM standards) and/or project specificat!of1S, .special 
ordered or'those of hich Viltue. When bulk pun:h- of unknown-origin fasteners that are of 

incidental use and small Villue are used on a pt'Oject, they may filll ~ 1t1e n•iona.l de minimi5 

waiver-for projects. The IM of potential items could be varied, such as bic-bolf/h.rdware-store

variefy screws, n.ills, and st;1ple.s, The tev dlar:acteristics of ttle items dlat may quarrfy for the de 

minimis w.lMl!r would be items that are incKlent:al to the project pwpose (such as drywall saews) 

and not signifiant in value or purpose (such as common nails or br.Mls). See 1tle following: 

http:/Jwater.epa.gavkrants fundlnc;{uplo.ad/Oem1nimis-Waiver-04-LS-14.pdf, 

EPA also darmes that minor cOfflf)onents of1wo listed products - vatves and hydrants - may not 

need to meet the AJS requirements i the minor components compromise a VfSY small quantity 
of min<lf', l~st fastener:s tflat aire af untriown orii;in. See EPA's questions and answers on the 

slbject at U,e foll~: htm•flwater CPi cQV/ccaou fyndjng/uplpadlAIS:Aii!OdA-P,art-1-Val\re5;; 
and-Hydrants-fmal ,pdf. 

2. Q.: Does PCCP piJN! ·hiMl!l to-be domestiafly prodixed? 

A'! Yes. Pre-stressed cone~ tV1inder pipe (Pea>} ar other- ssn ii.tr concrete cylinder piJN!s would 

be compa,able to pre-ast C<Jllcrete which ls specificaUy listed i1 the Consolidated Appropriations 
Act of 2014 il5 a product subject to theAIS requirement. 

3. Q.: If the iron or steel is nade from rec;yded metals will theW!ndor/suppliu have to provide a 

certffiQlion dcxument certifyinc'that the fKYded metals are domestically pnxluc;ed? 

A; No. Rec;ycled source IJl,ilteTials used in ttle production of iron and steel products do not hilVI! to 
come from the U.S.. Iron or steel scrap, for instance, are considered raw materials that may come 

from anywhere. While oertifica~on is not required for the ~ materia~ EPA does recommend 
th.at additional ·final proo!SSing of1ron and steel be c«tlfied to have occull'ed ln the U.S. 

4. (l: Do tarws ~ for fihRdon systems;. if ddveJed to the construction sit.esepantely and then 

filled with filtAtion ~ onsite, '-e to be domestiARy produGedl' 
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Attachment 4 - Questions and Answers Part 3: Plans and specifications dates, 

Refinancing and Coatings 
(March 16, 2015) 

(Double click on the embedded Acrobat version below for a clear copy of the entire document) 

Mardl2015 

American Iron• Steel Requirement fOf" ltie Clan w.er ..t Driiwnc WMer Stille Revc!Mng Funds 

QllAPartl 

Fpr CWSRF and·DWSRF: On January 11, 2:014, Public Law 113-76, the '!Conso/idatBd Apprapriarioru Act, 
201.4," was enacted af)d i(tduded an Americrm Iron and Steel requirementftxthe Cleon Watl!rand •D.rinlcing 
Water Stzm> RellDlving Fund programs through wend (!/fiscal y~r 2014. Sina then, tM AIS requirffllmt 
has continued far bath progmms, but thraJJgh different statu~, with a few ch~ as described in the 
questions and ans_.13' prowded be.low. 

For C\1/SRF: On Jtme 10, 201,, the Wurw Resources Reform and Development Act amended the Clean 
Watllr Act to indlaJe permanent requirements for the US#!af AJS products in CWSRF assistDncz agrttments. 

Section 608 a/ the OVA now contains requhme_nts far AIS that ,.peat mose af the Consotidar.ed 
Appropriations Acr, 201.4. All CWSRF assistance agreements must camplywlth Section 608 afrhe•CWAfor 

implementation of the permanent AlS r.quirmtent. 

For OWSRF: On ~cvnbiu 16, 201,, the Pruident signed Public Law 113· 235, me •tonsofidDml and 

Further Continuing Ap{NOpritrtions A~ 2015, • which provides Ji.seal year 2015 ~r appropriations 
VU'TXl(Jh Septemw 30, 2015. This law cr:iminues the requin.mentfar the useafA/5 product::sin OWSRF 

assistance ogtttments throogli September 30, 2015. 

CW51tFPR06RAM 

1. Q: The Wall!' Resowces Reform ilnd De'lelopment Act iilfflended m. OeM WUer Act to indude 
permanent requirements fl:w the use of AIS for CWSRf funded M5isbnA! .-eements. Do@s ttie 

CWA indude .-n aemptian ~r plans and ~s ilfllH'oved prior to the erac:tment of the 
lecislMion simililr to 1:he ~ ind~ in the Consofid~ed Appropriations Aa (CAA) 

20JA? 

A: Ye. The WRRDA il~endment to the CWA, which included AIS requirements, included ii simOilr 
~xemption iis the CAA 2014. For ii,.,., CWSRF llSSisun<e ;igr~ent ggned on or after Octobe_r 1, 

2014, if ttle p11ns and specifications ~ awoved prior to June 10, 2014 (the enadmelt of 
WRROA), 'ttle,, the project is exempt from AlS requirements. For assistance ;igreements signed 

prior to OctobeJ 1, 2014, "the previous dates in the CAA 2014 -aP9ly (see March 20, 2014, AIS 
guid.ince doanertt). 

If ;a project does not require ilf)pl"OWd engineeJinc plans .ind specificmons, the bid .-dvl!rtisemem 

date will countin,lieu of thel)lilns and Sf)ecificatians11pproval date for purposes of'thi:S exemption 

in Section 608 (fl-

The following able surnffliU'"izes AIS exemptions bilsed on the pl"'15 ilnd spec:ific.ltion.5 approv.il 

date fell" CWSRFfunded projects. 

3/16/2Dl5 
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Attachment 5 -EPA Approved Waivers 

a. De Minimis waiver pursuant to Section 436 of P .L. 113-76, Consolidated Appropriations Act 
(CAA) (April 15, 2014) 

(Double click on the embedded Acrobat version below for a clear copy of the entire document). 

UNITED Si ATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
WASHINGTON D.C 2)460 

DECISION MEMORANDUM 

Sl'BJ.E<.T~ l)e .\fo:umis Wt11ver of Section 436 of P.L. 113 -76, Comolidate<l Apprc,priutior.~ 
Ac: (CAA), 2014 

FRO:\'I: Nancy K. Stoner 
Actir.g ASJistant Admini8lnto:-

The EPA is hereb;1-· ~rnnling a 11alio11wide waiver pun.L1ant to the "'Americ,111 lron and S.te~I 
(AlS)" requirements o ~' P .L. 113-76, Consolidated Appropriations Aet, 2014 (Act), section -136 
und~ the au:hority of Section 4J6(b){l} (pnbl.ic ixlkrest w.ii'>'cr:1 for tlc mini.mi~ incident:il 
componcms of elig)ble water intrasrrucmre proj ects. This action pennits the use of products 
when they occur in de mmilllis i-ncitlcnt«I cumponcnts of :melt project~ funded by lh1:: Act thtt t 
may otherwise b<.: prohibited under SCl.ltion 436(11). Fuml11 used for such d.: minimi:s inci<k:ntal 
cmnpuni:nls cumulnlivel:'t may OOmJJriSe no more than o Mal of 5 peroeril of I.he tolal wst of U1.1;: 
m11~rials ·.1sed in imd incort1ora.ted ir,m a l)rQject; the cost of an individual item may not exceed l 
peJ-c1mt of the total cost oftlle materials used in and it1corporated into a project. 

P.L I l'.l-76, Con.rnli<lab:d Ap,1ropriafams :\ct, 2014 (Ad), indudt: .. 'l<m "'Amer:c.m Jrn[l .md 

St~l" (1\tS) requirement in section 436 th& requires Clean Water State Revolviug Loan f 'und 
(<..:\VSl<.F) :u1d lJnnking Water Stat;; ~·olving Loon l_.und (LJW:Sfil) as5ist1111cc: recipients to use 
specific domestic iron and steel products that Rrc produce<.! ir. the Unii.cd Slutc:; if lhe proji:d is 
fundoo tbrOl:g~. an assistance ::igrocmcnt executed bcgirm.ing J 11nuu~, 17. 20 14 ( (..'1taclmcnl or lht: 
Ai:;t), thn:,1,1un the-: c:nrl '1f Fia;,:~J Y1~.Hr 1014, Lmle~s 1he Het::m:)'· ddemiines ii nl!(.:i:S~!lry 10 v.-Aivc: 
tb'.~ rcql.lin..'"TllO!lt hll.!11:d (m fi□ding!i set forLh in Seclio.n 436(b) . The Act state$, Mltht
ruqutremenls) :;hull no·. upply in LlliY Clise o: citegory of cases in whfoh th~ Administratc,1 ofthe 
E11,,.-jwuu1.,mlal P1otcctiou Agency .. finds tl:in:-(l) appl}ing subsectic-u (a) woujd be 
inconsistent ·with the public inu:n.:llt"' 436{b}(J ) , 

In implementing. section 436 of the Act, the EPA must ensure that the section's requirements HTC 
applied consistent with congrcssior.al :intent in rufopting llu!; ~~lion and in lhi: brooder conl:;:;,-1 or 
tht' purposes, obji,,cfro,t:l!, un~l olh1;1r pruvisic:,ns ~plicahle to projects funded und.et the SRF. 
Wutt:"r infulsttuctu.re ptojec-ts typically contain a re:afvdy .small number ofhigh-~ost 
1.:omponents in.::orp,crmed into th~ pro:ect , Jn bid solicitfflions for a proj;::ct, thc~c high-cos.t 
compon,a1ts a1c ~ncrally d;:scribl:d in d~ll vfa proj~t specific teclu1ic.!l·. ~pc,cific.11:ion:;. r or 
i:hcse maJor oomponcnts, utili1y owm::r.:11111d their CLmlruclvr~ ar,: ~em:nilly f.tirniliur with Un, 
conditi,Jns of availat,ility, the polentiul ulkmati,,.·-es for ~ach d-et;liled specifi{;atir,r,, the 
IIJ:proximute col!I. imJ lhe 1.:(11.mtry of manufacture (if the avai I ab le co mpo;1ents. 

,1 cn:t il.t1cr:!..~ '..J=.:L: • •tff•:•••v-·.,.·.~ -;c•~ 
~c\1cltdIP.oc'.tC&.1b5e- • :..'rnlcc ·1,r.-: ~etItte o, ~f'd 1-k~ ,:r 1:.10:;"I P~lc:-r,:t."TI~' c. ... oce'!r.! 1:.-.b·i-°" 7 rtc q~;r.l~j ~i:,• 

Page 14 of 32 



b. Nationwide Plans and Specifications waiver pursuant to Section 436 of P .L. 113-76, Consolidated 

Appropriations Act (CAA) (April 15, 2014) 
(Double click on the embedded Acrobat version below for a clear copy of the entire document) 

UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
WASHINGTON, D.C . 2M60 

DECISION '.\(FMOIUNQUM 

Pu.ms und Specifications Wai~·erofScction 416 of P.L. 113-76. Cm,suli<.kllc:d 
A_Jp:·up,ialium, AcL (CAA), 1o1L-. 

\ r ~--- ~\-, .. ntOM: Kai1cy K. Stoner 'Ii .• \J v""":"~ 
Acting A~sistanl Auminmtrat r 

The EPA iic nC<TCby granting a 11&ti0nwido waiver of the Americun lmn 11nd St¢¢l rcquircmehl 
pucSWinl '.< 1 Scctlo1i 436(b )(1 ) (public iolorci:!-t• Y,nh·cr), of the c.;,,. 1:-u,litlakll Appropriations /\ct 
(CAI\), 2014, for cUglblc p1,qjcc1s .Ii.al l1ud c:rlgioi;erbg plam -aud specitiCJltions ~ubmlttcd to an 
uppropriate srate agen.:.y pr.or to 1md including Jar•unry l7. 2014, the elate or' er1acto11ml of 1hc 
CAA> ktnd 3pprovec hetwel!n i1.11J includiug Jat1w1ry 17, 2014. tind Lb? da1e 'ofthl~ woi ver, wll(:re 
ll11: i>ltth.: agency tltat app11lw.ed uch plHIIS and speciflca:lons did sv t,'ll<.:cr the normc.l oolli'Se ol° 
hu.~iriess for that agency. ·fhl s ncti\)Opt.!nnils the use ofnon,damestic inm ann ~li:.>~I products.in 
such fHoJact.-. limdc,l hy 11 011'.,n or D1fokins W:!1.er State Rcvol\li!lg .Fw1d Chat m,:1y othc1·wise b~ 
prohibited ,u1der w dtion 436. 

Ir a project does not require appso \ cd tmgi 11ecri ng pl 14n:;; uad ~~cifKatiorJs, 1he hid ad ·1ertisc:mcnt 
date ,.,·m count in lieu of~he plim.s and specifications aprr,;_waI dutc fur purposes orn1i~ 1\ation:11 
Wlli'\'Cf. 

The ba~i!'. for the nulioowid;,; waiver is that due to (he: unoerl,Hinty 11bont whether a.c1 American 
Tron and Stee-1 re(luireme:it wouh.l k included in this year's r:ppmpriation, potential assistruice 
rccipic---i~ did not have the opportunity la plan fur~ r,o~ible Americun 1nm and Steel 
rc4uircmcnt. C ntil dctaikd guidam;~ ',\•a,,,; i ssticd, pot(:ntial assistance recipit:n~ v.er:: umtble U,.' 
.~fo:il bids rn_,rn cuaslrm:tion films v.idJ approp!'iate cteflniliom or k;;y tcnm contained ir1 Ue 
CAA lansua_p.e. Additi onully, projects tMt submitted en£ineering pl.ans and spcclfl~tlons ?rfo..
lo and mcludmg January 17, 2014, wi\houl knowledge of:he American Iron und St1,-cl 
rcquimm:nt. and with the anticipat.on that such.plans would be quickly app:n,·ed, b1Jl suc-h 
appmval 11il.l nol occur until on or after Janua:y 17, 2()14, wnuld he rcq11ired to 1-e,:les.igr1 demc:n!M 

of the proje..:t, invesli~1t.e pntentiitl cfom~stir: p,roducts, revise engine~ring drawin~s and bid 
speciticatous, and resub1nil i:;ut!h plan!l and Rp~ificadons for appro .. ru, Lhe-rehy dcle.ying di~ 
initiati.on of oon,truction sub:ilanlially. 11m1c projects which do n-Jt L'C(jturt: apprm,tlll plum; tmd 
l:ipc::1.;ificufons, but were bid prior tc the guidance being issut1d, also could be required to rebid the 
pn)jec~ OT submit change orders to .:omply with the rti:lw ..-equin:mrnts, which Y,ould al~o delil} 
initiation of e-onslruction. 

lrt«tle': 11.dd't, i, :uKL:• 4 ~ •'•''h~11:w,e.':)"' ,P• 
R-M)'i:::lad1Rlilr.~-l:llil!'lllr ~ P ·i 'h::..1 «it •r ".Jt.,r('~H1:t C':i' Bot: .. ~ lf l'1'<i,: ,;('"1 1CC~ P•Js«.0 1-:1.IT!i:t. P•':J:;ei:~ '~Ian~ ► ·eie Hc:y:J~ f-"il~.:::r 
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c. Short-Term National Product Waiver for Stainless Steel Nuts and Bolts used in Pipe Couplings, 
Restraints, Joints, Flanges, and Saddles (February 18, 2015) 
(Double click on the embedded Acrobat version below for a clear copy of the entire document) 

UNITf!D STATES ENVIRONMFl'#TAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

W,:O.$Hlt-l0TON D.C . 2t)460 

FEB 18 2015 

VECJSION MEMORA:IDllM 

orncr or 11.1~ . n R 

SUH.JF.('T: Short0 Tern, Nntional F'rod•Ji;:t \\taiver for .Stlli11le~l\ Steel Nut,; and D,,ltl' us~d in 
T'~pt {'_.ouplings, Re.<\traints_ J,1itlt!., Flange'.'., and Saddles fr>r State Revolving Fund 
l'ro1eccs 
C(l_lt"y,/,i.;IAA.vt~ 

FROM; .1hcnnclh J. Kcpc~i.s · 
U lk-pt1t~· klsistimt Administrt1lL•t 

Tht: L .S. Envirunrnr:nlul ?rolt.-clion Ag~n;;y is hereby gr.,mtin~ r: miti,Jnal pr,;)dl)l.;L W:li\'"'r 
pur~u.am to th~ "American lrnn and St.!el~ pmvisiom, of"the Clean Water /\ct and l'ublic Law 
L 3 .2,35, the "Consolidated and forther Continuing App'Opriations Act, 2015." 1 The '-'•lli \'l'T 

pcrmit;i the us,: d non-domcstfo.ally produced stainless steel nuts me bolt~ ia bolling-lyr1: pip: 
cc,~Lplings, re.~li:aint.~, joinL~, fla111c(t!'S and n.'l'air !;l:u.ldlc:s i.r. iron and !;Ltd pniducls !or prQjects. 
funded by a Cbm Walcrr ct Drinkin~ \V,1hrr S•.utc Re,.·uh·ing rund thut tt:i.1y ot:1erwit.~ be 
f-'r\ll:i bi h:,J ab:;;(ml thi:s w~i \'t:t. Thi~ uatioual 1,11CH.luc1 wai •; ct is sbotHcnu, 11 µ,plyi.t:ig to the co,,cro..i 
products lf those products arr plll'chascd up until one y·car aftm· the waivt~· s sig,nawre date. The 
wRh't.'T is rctrcactivc 11I1d also applic:; 1.o producl5 ptm,m.m;cd bcfon: the sigouiurt: du1i;:, C:i~~ri;?d 
rrudui.:t..~ pun;husi::J pri\)r lo lfte wuiver'l'i siwmtute i.late or within fie m1c:-year perioi may he 
us~d sub,equecit to cht waiver exr,iraion da:o_ 

~->Yero c: The spc4;:ific prod\lct ci1tcgoric~ cov~rcd by th[s wr.,iv,~r include bCfltcd c"pnn~ion 
juin1s, bol lt'.ll di.'inHmtling joht-~. b~1lti;:(.) pipt: 1A,u,pli11gs, hol~ pipe n::~Lrui11L,, lmllt:d pipt:: 
tl:i.nge~, bolced flange ad.arters., br.Ltcd pi.re re,1ai'. or service saddle;;;, !Jolted mechanical Joints, 
a11d pipe ba11g~ti; and S1.ippm1s. l\on-d,1mestk staln!ess stool uuts me. bolts may be inoorporat(:d 
iuto tiles~ ~peciflc products; however. all other iron and steel c.omponcnts in tl'ICsc prodm:ll.l. 
Lmk~" ~Lirojt•ct tn }l wRiv~r, m111.1 ,lilt rm~11f·e Ar;;; n:,111ir1:menL,;_ In either w,1rrh, lhi.~ waiver does 
not -:::xc:mpl Ute whol~ pro<lucl, or =y d' lhe main iror. or seed components such as t~ rit1g. 
ske\'<.:, bodJ, lla:1g,;., spool or m•:dii.l.Jri,;;al joint, from tl:i.c AJ.8 roquitc.mc11ts just bcc1msc stai11~3 
:nee, n·.1t~ aud bolts arc used. Any pn:.1jccl Lb&l -~t't;t:i-.e:c; funds Crcm lh:: CWSRF m DWSRF' .~inct: 
the emt(.:~nenl o{ P.L. 113-'/6, th.e ''('.i.m!:lc.1lidatedAppr0prinLiL1r1~ Act.2014,'' is required m 
comply with tlc AlS ptm•is.lum, 

1 .Ji.bse.nt a waiver •. ~LI troutmrnt work.! illld lhiriking w,1le-r fadlil 'e.. lhul 11re ~on~lru~-leti, in ..,lt~I~ vr in j7<11\, wit~ 
f1111d1 fmm the CW(,RF or the OWSRF, mu!II ll~C American rn1dc imn and !llecl. :C::PA i.l ~llo\1/c,;: under certain 
ci:t11m~lill\C~ IL• prn-~·i.Jt' w~ ,·e:s gf this rt:"1Uicl'm"111 . 

lrberret /•.d:ltc-"A !UP.I : • Nlp 11,Jl,.W.• ,;; ·,~ ~- , .. 
Rt11i:y:.Nlc1.1r~11e.yd1111~ ~ 'nrr~1.~·1t ".'o!!tttJi>e C·I l!J~ 1 I.,:.._. 1:::::c<,: P1 • .&1,.u 1 ,1.- 111"' P , -- ,::1 b1 Jl':'I- · i:-1:1 '~":~~:.~ =-u~='~ 
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d. National Product Waiver for Pig Iron and Direct Reduced Iron (February 18, 2015) 
(Double click on the embedded Acrobat version below for a clear copy of the entire document) 

UMITED Sl'ATES ENVlRONMENTilll PROTECTION AGENCY 

WASHINGTON, DC 21,\460 

FEB l 8 2015 

01!:CISlUN I\U::AtUlu.NDUM 

SUBJl!'.CT: National Pmclut:t \Vaive-r for Pig :ron .ind Direct Reduced Ir@ for Stat~ 
Re'Volvin g_ P'unci Pmjccl3 

'<.. iJ.J; ti/ >iJvt,t,~iAv?[ 
FROM: ~e neth J. Kop.oc.is 

' V Deputy A!lsistant Administrator 

The U.S. En.-ironmental Prol~tiori Agen<:y i~ herw::; granting 11 1Vtionnl prod,.sct waiver 
ptu~ui>:111 to tile "Ami::rican Iron and Ste1:l" pnP,i~il.lfl!; oflhe Ck-,m \V,~!cr A~l 1111tl Public L:1w 
113,235, the "Conoolidat.ed and Further Continuing ,\ppropriations: /\ct, 2015 ," forceruiin 
intccmediatc good5 used in the manufacture of iron and itee! products. 1 This waiver permits the 
use ofplg iron and direct reduced iron manufact1.n-ed outside ofth~ United States in domestic 
m8nt1fuciuring ('11'01:!!~Ses foT imn 1111..--l steel pmducts 11Sed in projects ftmcloo by a Clean Water or 
Drinking W~r State Ri:volving FIB!d th11t may othcrwiSf.l be prohibitod absent this waiver, The 
wai\•er i:i. telro~eU""e 4.nd thus al:;o .i)plic:s to he w;e Qfnon-dc:1m~~tic pig iron aud direct reduced 
iron before the signature date. 

Backaround: Pig lton and dfrect reduced iron 4lte in~medlste products of hon and stci.!l 
manufacturing u.,;ed 11.q mmcrial feed !ll"IUrce<i 1n imn and !llizl founclric.~ and steel mill~- Pig iron 
is a product of iron ore irmelting in a h ie.st furnace. h is madr; from mc>ltcn iron, which has been 
cut in the shape of"pigs" El.IS it comi:::1 from the blti~t furnace. DiTectredw;.cd iro1: or~ is produi;ed 
from iron ore, pellet$ or fine~, which are reduced in a solid state uslng r\El.turill gas. HO< briquetteiJ 
irotl. or HBI, is a com~cted fonn of direct reduced imn wit11 enhanced physlcal chatacteristic:.5 
for shipment and smrage. 

Co,•~t'af:!e : This wai,•er J)8«nits tlte ,1se of ir:m arid sl~I proctuuw lhaL were manufactured usir,g 
1to,i1-domcstic p ig Iron al\d direct rcc:,uced iron in p1ojects thttl rtccive l'.ind:s l'nim c.ithci- the: 
C\\•SRF or DWSRl'. Any project that received or will receive funds from tt,e CWSRF or 
DWSllF beginning w1t:h the cruclmcnt of P.L. 11 J-'/(J, the ··consohda:ted Appropriation~ Act, 
2014," moy use iliis \\•aivor ior iron ttnd steel chat use thi:iie intermediate goods. 

Rationak The AIS pr-0vi.lions require CWSRF and DWSRF llS..'>istancc re<:ipicnts t\l U.'!C S?l)(-ifc: 
domestic imn Mid .~i.t:el prnducts th.it .Jrc: prnduced in the: United Sta!Q."; if the projcci i:; fonded 

1 A hi.em a waio,-.!r, 11ll t11!?1!1'llenr wn,k< and rlrinfdr,e w.~r"'r .. a¢' li! ii,, lh.'11 "'~ mmin <::t•d, in wlo(,I,:, c,r in pm'(, wit II 
tu.mis from lbc: CWSRF ar tfle DWSRF, mu;;t Ilse Amcr[cs.n m8111c iron and ~U!eL F.f'/\ iA allowed under eertain 
c.-irclldlStafloes to pro~idt: Wlti~ uflhis rllq11ircmc:m.. 

lt1:11..'YIY': -1.c.~:'-·:-,~ tl•"'ill T hll1) .11#,"'A l!p.3, ~C-\ 

~c~11':itt:iyr;labMI , 1~1 •,-,i n11 ·, ~A-,~;JLie ;J,1 O'a~e~ l:ik~ 1,r- 1,):1, , f"tnh:1..,-.:..1M1!" .:::r,:~--P-""t .. :n~-t r•,. F, 111W ;:;,;.~~'C « ?;,~· 
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e. National Product Waiver for Minor Components in Iron and Steel Products (with Cost Ceiling) 
(October 27, 2015) 
(Double click on the embedded Acrobat version below for a clear copy of the entire document) 

UNITED $TATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

... W,t.,SHltlGTCN, DC 2(1'160 

ocr 2 12015 

Sim.mer: '.\lational Prn.Ju-~t \.V11ive1· for· Minm ('.:,rnr~nnentr. witlLin l11m urrd S1t:el Prrnlrn:ls :with 
l'os.t CeHiJ1g:1 for ~tate Revolvil.'.lg hrnd Pt"Oje,;;ts 

FRO.'.\'l: Ks:nn;;th J, Kopod-s /< _.H,. f K_~ 
IJepuly t\::.-~i ·\tint A~l1111nis1rmor 

·1 h.: L _S , E1wir{lnment11l f'rotec:ti1m Age:1q· is he1·eby granting a wlli{,ual p1~1<luel \~·nive:· p1ir~u~mt 1(11h.; 
~ Amei·icau lion and Steel" previsions ol' the Clean \Var.er Act .-.nd Public Law 11 J-D5, tlk' 
~c.:msoJJdated and Fu1-rhe1 Continuing ,•\p1}r◊primions Ac:, 201 5,"' (hernins1fte1· 1·efer~d to as "rbe i\ctf') 
for minor ,;omponcnt~ within a prndu..-:t 1111dcT 1111 e5tobllsfo;d ccst c.ciling.1 The wni·:er wlll p(rmit 
pmj«:ll:i fumled by 1he Cbim Water State ReH)h·ing rund t)r f>rlnki-ig \V,1l~r S11.te R~volving Fund lu 
usll [ll)n-domestically produ:ed mi:;;cellanellus minor compone11g within an otherwis~ di)rneslically 
Jirt·,(kced iron arid sc.ee J}roduct fo1· up to 5 percent 11f the :ntal mae1-ial cost otthe ,)rnduct. Tl1e,c 
prr,d1:.cts cnuld be pmhiblted absent thL~ waive1·. T'.lis v,ulver ls re,rroctlve, Jnd :'l(l a.is1) 11p111ie~ t1) 
products purcha.sed befo1:-~ u~ signat11re dm~ oftbis watver. 

Covo;,,"T!ll/& The itcrn1:, a.;(n:i:n.:d by th' l:i w;ih.·c:r induc.!.: mil-1.:<!lh:meoulj minor i.:(1mptm1;r,1,; whhin ir~n arid 
.~le~I :1rouuct,; us C:efin~d in the /\IS pr1wisi1)ns M !he Aa::ts. Tl1e .~1iecific tnim1r cornpi:ne1w, in a::,.wered 
ii·on .:!.lld ;;tee .. products w!ll vary by product and ma1mfacturer. Pursua1i1 to 1hi~ waive'., non•dotne:,tk.ally 
producoo m!scellanoous minor compcncnts comprising up to 5 percent o:' the total matc:,ial cost of 1111 

oth~r·.visC' ,:lr.,'11,~,;;ti(•.:illy prr,1ri11ccd irnn ~rrl s-tc:d rm<lm~t m!ly he m,~<I This w~ivr:r doc:~ 1101 c1rr:111pt cl1C' 
wl"M.1lc prniluct from the ArS rcqLin,"111cnl!;, an<l the primary imn or ~-lccl compnm:nlt- or1ho prrnJuot mu:<,l 
b~ pmcluccd-:l.nmc:stically_ Unless .-;ubject lo;:. ~tp,m1!~ w.:iivcr, all olh~r imn .iiu.l sto:d components in 
Ebe::;;!! p1\1d..ic1~ must still meet tlle /\IS requiren1ems.. Valv~s and hyd1·.:mrn are irLm ~ul:jec110 the: c1ls1 
ceiling le<!Uirement.s; dcscl'ibcd here. Tlus waiver supmcdcs tbe t::l'A 't p1-e•;ious gi:idJni:e issued. illl 
.\-f-2.:i,' 30, 2014, (Question 1) rcla:tcd to minor components :n valves a1c. byd:·ants. 

The (.. .. OV(.'ra!:-,c of thrs wuivcr is cliffcrenl :'mm thal of Lbc cxisling nulionul Ul' mini mi!> wai v.:i-. \711hilc lhc 
Lrnlinnul cl.I: minimi:; wuiv~r co•·c~~ 1mliru p~l)ducl.s (\,-him tho:;c prui.luc:..~ an: gcm:rnllr 1,rlow co:a a111d 
irn;i1.ltmtal LIJ llu: ~UJL\ll u.;•.hm uf1hr.; prt~jt::i.;L), this w.ti~·l;1 i.;,n..;i~ JL:i11uJ ~rn11pvm~11ls wilh '. 11 a11 im11 <111-il 
steel product. In a.jdition, !he n:Hional de minimls wi;iv-:r is intended for assistance rccipicnt5 t\~ me tor 
their projc,;;ts. while tltis minor C{)mpc,ncnh w~iwr i~ intended lo ::1lk1w nmnufacturcrs to c;;rtif~ tl:ac 
their pru<luc1;; comply wilh lhc AIS n:tfuiri.:mi:nLli, 

' Ab,~nr a ,~al~c-r, oli ,mnmcnt 1-.-orks !ll1d drinking ,~D.lcr fil~ilkic, that arc construcccd. in whnk or in patt, witi1 rimd~ fmn 
lhte CW:S {J· (>r 1h.:: UWSRI'. 01,~1. 11:,.,: A,1,,;,,·1,:an 1i1,llt~ 11(111 ;,1i'1d st~el ·1 lie 1,1'/, I! allL"-'«itl ,111(kr L:m~in ~m: 111nst,mccs Lu 
]ll't.r,itl~ wah·~r~ u r thi~ l'"AJt.irem,mL. 

rh~I ..,: _t.1:1111••~• I, 0 : 1 111:i '°N'N_, t-1 ,ii lillo,' 

Rt11 .. :~•t~•""cyelilbl{t • Pc 1'1~:I A It, \~)111~1': ~ •:11 RH,it:· lr•k:. l':u 1 ~1~·~ ;>, .,_,;.."'t .•'h,l'f~,- P«,.·;i,,t;s, -!':tt1~1 11.A fr~ RH°'p(;~lJ F1-::t;1('r 
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f. One-Year Extension of the Short-Term National Product Waiver for Stainless Steel Nuts and Bolts 

Used in Pipe Couplings, Restraints, Joints, Flanges, and Saddles (February 22, 2016) 

(Double click on the embedded Acrobat version below for a clear copy of the entire document) 

UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGE~CY 

'J>Ji\SHINGTON , D.C 20460 

FEB 2 2 2016 

DECISJON ME IORA..'IDU~1 

SlJBJEC.:T: 

FROM: 

O1\e-Ye;ir Exta:n_-.ion ut' th,; Sh1:1rl-Tr;nn N.iLio:nul PmdU!-1 W ilh·er for Stainle.'u 
Steel Nuts iind Bolls lllit:d in Pipe Couplings, Re-strai-nts, Join~ Flilng~~ and 
Sadd]e!l for SI.lit,: Revolving Fund Project8 

Jod BcaU\'lilS ·1_'1! t2 .. / 
Deputy Assistant Administrator _/ ~ 2Y7<--1·LA/ c,/ 

Tbe U.S. E1tvimntn1mW Proti:i;tioa Agency h1:wby grants 1t i:mc:-J,car cxten:rion ur the Short
Tenn ~ational Product Waiver for Stainless Steel Nuts and Holts used in Pipe Couplings, 
Re~lralnls, Jninl1!, Vhu:1ges and Sfiddl~ for State Rc,·olving Fund Projei..1s, pursuant l.lJ the 
"American iron and Steel" requirement~ ol"Lh~ Clcun W11ter Act Section 608 1md P.L. 114-113, 
the "Colli!olidatcd Appropriations Act, 2016." '[he original waiver wa.~ si2ned on t,'ebruary 18, 
2015. With the one-year exten!.icm, lhe waiver will expire February 18, 2017. This waiver 
pennits the use ofnon-<lomestically prodoced siainle.o;s steel nuts and bolt!> in bolting-type pipe 
c,.'(lupliags, restraints, jointi an<I repair saddles ln iron and sfeel prodt1cts fur projects funded by a 
Clean Waler or Drinking W~tc:r St!!tc: Rr:vol"lng f und th~~ may ott,cnvisc be prohibiu:<l ahl'lent 
this wai vet. 

The original, approved wai;·er (attached) provides detllil.s regnrdins the specific types of products 
covered by this wah•er as well 1u the rationale tor issuance of the original waiver. This natioIHll 
product waiver extension i!lo short-terin, applying to the co;·~rcd l)roducts if those products ~ 
p1.1rch!18cd up until February 18. 2017. 

Rationale;;: The EPA reasscs.serl tht market for ~nd supply of staird~s ~Led nut:, and bolts for the 
prudu.chi uf intcrr::sl imd wm; unuhle k.1 g11cher sufficient evidence: that there is an adequate 
domestic supp Ly of scainbs steel nuts and bolt~ for the subject products. Through the rt:scan.::b 
effort, the agency found that: the domestic supply of stainless steel nuts and bolts has incrc:~cd 
since full 2014 rutd there mo.y be manufacturers thnt have the capability to meic:t the demand for 
stainless steel nuts and bolts. However, manufacture.rs were gena.illy 1,mahle, nr unwilling, to 
provide information about their production capacity, The agL-nc)' clid not recd,.·e evidence that 
there is 1U1 adequate national availability of~Ulinl~ Sl4.tl nuts aiul bolts. 

In addition, the agency received tivc response~ from manufacturers and suppliers after posting 14 

draft version of this Dedsicm Memor.i.ndum durtng a 15-day public comment period. Most 
conuncnt3 Vi"CfC in fa vo1 of the waiver extensfon. Comments in auppolt of the waiver exte!n!lion 
d11irrn::d a fcmaining 11igni ficant 11hortage in the supply of ~winle.~N isteel nu~ arid bolt!.. 

•r~rri!-1' ,._d'1f~S jl,,,~ l.1 • tr,:, t,¼WJ.'ep.1 l'"~ 
Fl~ie,•~k-d1Rc-c~·d.J!tk!- · i;: rl<!d N tf, ',&,g•~IJtn::• (.'I :-J~ :o► ~ un i•;( .;~ Pi:!.':1:.:in~Jfrer ~•,-o,.:,eo:;s. t.:Ny•~ ~'"~ R~:~•:1,:,1 ::.-.)Pll!'r 
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g. One-year Extension of the Short-Term National Product Waiver for Stainless Steel Nuts and Bolts 
Used in Pipe Couplings, Restraints, Joints, Flanges, and Saddles (January 18, 2017) 
(Double click on the embedded Acrobat version below for a clear copy of the entire document) 

UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL P~OTeCTION AGENCY 

WASHINGTON, C C 20450 

l 12D!7 

DECISION MRMQRANQ UM 

S UH.IF.f'.T: Oue-Year Exlc:n sion oft be Shu rt-T :mn N 1!-tlot,al Product '.Vai vi::r for St11i nlc!l.s Steel 
Nuts :md lloll:1 U!;;!d in Pipe Couplings, Rc:,;Lrai11t:5, Joints. fltmgc-$ ~ 1d Sa<ltlh:::s f;.tr 
St.ttc Revolvins furn.I Pn~~i;t.s 

FRO:\(: Michael I I. Shupiru ~..:.~ ,4,/. - · . ·1 

Deputy A~si ~tar'lt Aiministrator ~ 
The C.S. F.nv,fooruns,mnl Prnlc-;!ti;tu Aiency hereby grunl:i a ,me-ye-or c1itc113!011 of1llc Short- Tc.rm 
Nutionul Product Wuh-cr for Stainles:; S1cd Ntits aud Bt11ls u.-;l.'J in Pi~ Cvupl'jngs, Rcs1rain1s, Joints, 
Fla:1gc::. ~ml Saddles tor Stat~ ::<.t~·olving ftmd Projects, purst1an\ lo 1he ~Ant:rii.:an Iron fil1d Steer· 
r~uirr.'Tllcnts of the Clean Wulcr Act s~tion (i08 and Public Luw 114-254, the "Further Continuin~ 
and Sccuri:y /\ssL~taace A.pprcpriations Act. 2017.'' ·:'he <wi~inul waiver was signed on February l8. 
2015 t1ruJ was granted aone-yeure,ctcn~ionon Febn1acy 22, 2016. With thisa.dditiun11l c,m .. "-:,·.::ar 
e.xt~nsi9ll, Chl· wal,vct \lo'ill ~xpire Fd:m1.ury 18, 2t) I . TMs waiv~r pe.r1niLS th.t use or non-dom1a11ioally 
proou:e<I !ltninfoll~ !!ICC nut~ and bolts in bollins•type pi1,c eauplin~ . rcsm1h11s. _IOllltS and i:c ;>aif 
saddltt11 in imn and stc.::l pto..:Jm:tti fe r p.ruj t:cl~ runtl-1t by n Cle.an Water (!)T Dri.nking Water ~tate 
Rc\'olving Pt:ni: tl1ai mny olhcrwisc be prohibited ab~r11 this w11h·c.-r. 

The original , al')f)mved waiwr (attaehed) pmvid~s details rej,:;urdins lhe ~pi;-ci lie lypcs ofprodur,,1s 
covered by tbi~ waiver a!\ well H!. thr: 111fi,:1nffle for issnance of the orlgbal \',UiV~i. This natior.a.l product 
wdivcr c;,ctension is short-term, applying tQ the w,-ered products if those :iroducts are purcuased up u11tll 
February 18, 2018. 

fu:ltionale: ln:W16, the l•'.l'A reass.esscll 1:1cmlll'kctforandsupplyofstainlcss steel nuts and l::ol:s for 
the product,;; of inl~rest and was rnabl~ to gather suffoienl e,ridence that there is anade4tuate domestic 
s: .. 1pply ofthes.e J'tfO<luc1s. Thrllltf::l:h 1hc rc:~cRrch effort. thr, 11gc:ncy fu1.md th Rt t~ cfnmcsti:.: snpply 1;f 

s:ainless steel nuts and bolts for L,c ?iubjoct products ha& inc:roa-;cd idightly .sirn:cli:111 2015. The EPA 
rc<:civcd anecdotal evidence froll". a lew manufacturers that tney in<:reast!d their supply of stainles! steel 
11uls ill1i.l b (1lu; usi:d in the i;u~icct products by small R.'llotlllts, b11t lh.c slight i.ncrcasr.: <ll'CS m>t rcp~~nt 
a sign: fi cant ch.trite i 11 :he n:anufacturing cupacily of the domc5tic pru<lucts. Furlhem.ore, the d:)me§tic 
supply of the stainle.~s ~teel nu,s and h.-ilL._ is om mdily q1Jantiriable hecause manufacturers were 
g:.:m.Tally unable, or1.U1~~nir:g, ttl provide information about :heir produc.tion capacity, In addition. the 
i1e'.ency n.,ccivc~ no l"C::'!J100!'!rs fro~ n\(1nufa~ture.rs ,m<l suppliers afte.r po~tfng ;:i di,1~ w:r.:.inn 11f this 
Decision :'.\.1emorundu.m durin~ a 15-day puolic C{)Mmcr.t period. 

uic.king evidence that ma,ufacturers ofsrainle..•;s srt!el nu1S illld bolts used ir. lllc subject pnidY~I~ rnr1 
rneet cum;nt demands, :he agency i~ extending the national waiver fot illlolkr ycmr. Prior to lhe 

1,1!:n~: AXr~!.~ ,:Ll:.tll • ,"itr, •'littiN i->:A t~•'-: 
~'t't;; 'p'Gltd•Fl«yL~l,lu • f', , ... 1: ·.111:·1V'4)':':::0--:~ :-, 0-.)'!;~j ""'l"..!-00 j))~i ~·,:r•1:.,:,1~.1•'fl° f-'1>: {14;..;-,:111:1 ·•~ t 1~l<~fCl!'tJ l-'-3:,'!f 
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h. Final Extension of the Short-Term National Product Waiver for Stainless Steel Nuts and Bolts 
Used in Pipe Couplings, Restraints, Joints, Flanges, and Saddles (August 24, 2018) 
(Double click on the embedded Acrobat version below for a clear copy of the entire document) 

UN1TEO S-U.lES ENVIRONMENTAi PROTP:l":TION AGENCY 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 2::1460 

AOO 14 totl 

DECISION MRMORAN0\lM 

suBJ~cr: final bxtension of the Shon-Tenn National Product Waiver for Stainless Slecl Nuis 
Rnd Bolts used :n Pipe Couplings, Restraints, Joints., ?lhllgcs. tnd Saddles lt1.r Suite 
Revolving Fund Projec1s 

Da.-id P. Roos l".f\ . "-~ 
As.sistai1t Ad:ninisLJator '-"~ 

The U.S. En,.•ironmcntal Protection Agency (EPA) hereby grants an C)ltcnsion of the Short-Term 
National Product Waiver for Stainless S1cel Nuts and Bolts used in Pip: Coupl.ings, R~strainl~ Joints.. 
Flanges, iind SaJdle.~ for SIHlc Revolving Fund Pr(~ecl!., pimu~ml In the '·Americar. Iron and Steel .. 
(AIS) requiremen1s or the Clean Wliler Act. The origiru,I waiver was signed 011 l.'ebruary 18, 2015, and 
was granted a one-year extcrtsion on f'cbruary 22, 2016. A S1:>1:ond extension was gmntc:d until February 
18, 2018. Wilh this third and f'.mtl extension, the waiver v.ill retruactiw:ly cov:;:r nu.t:; and !JulLs 
purchased since februury lit, 2018, and be exlendcd l 8 monlhs from the !iigning date of this waiver 
(sunset date). Th.is waiver w111 not he :-enewed after the su11set date. '171is waiver permits the purcb1se 
~nl use u r non-domc$tlcally produced stainless ~re I nut.'i and bolts in bolting-type pipe ooupl ings. 
restraint<;, joint~, and rcp11ir ~ddks in iron and st~.I prodrcts for proj~ts fund<?d b~• 11 C'le11n Wat('T St!dc
Revolvbg Fund (C\VSRF) or Drinking Water St.aw Revolving r1.md (DWSRF) 1h11t mayothcrwi~ be 
prohibited ab:.cnt this waiver. 

The origifilll, appro11ed w11i~-cr pnl\'ides dc1ails regarding toe specific types of producls covcr'-'d by und 
the rationale for issurutce of th: waiver ( ,~e: h.t_l p~; -/_\,w\~ ,\-'.p1t.~,n·.:si1.;::.:'r'"m,!_uc1io ,1 Ji! !1-'~ll l ~-
()9 ·Jocmm: nlst'shmt • t<lmi-r12t l-1,\ ah cr-ln r-s~-nuh-hn lll>-lL, I , • s, ,JI). This national product waiver 
cxt~nsinn i:5- short-tt~, npplying to the c(n-'er-~d produce:s if those products uc purch11~c;-,<l h:)· 1h~ 
iilS:ststuru:e rocipienl or their rcp!'U!-11w'1itati•,es (i.e. construction cc,ntractor) up until the runs.el dale. 

·the EPA i!q\ra1ting this natit.)rtai product waiver e~1~n.~iCN1 on a short•tetm basis in order to provKlc thr: 
time l .i.S. m.anutacturers need to increa...e the domestlc production oftne specified $lainlcs, stei:l nuts 
and baits. Upor. th~ production oftl1ese pans, the EPA stands ready to provide assistance 10 states and 
others to help identify Al S complian1 products consistent with the April 2017 Buy Am.cri(,ml and I lire 
Aml?rkan Executive Order. 

A~lm.:-hm('.nl!\: 
I . Rati~1ri.ale and I .egal Authority 
2. Summary ofComm::ms Received During 15-Day ln:brmal Public Input Pe:-ioo on Short-Tenn WaiYr.-r 

2xlcnsion for Stainlcss•St~cl Nuts and Bolts u:ic<J in PiJ)C Couplings, Restraints, Joints. Flangi;:S, and 
Saddle~ fo-r S1rue Rcvnlvini; Fund (SRF) Pritji!Cls 

lrh111~.,;,t i1.1Ur'1-M 1 ... f;., ! · tll/p 'Nill"N ~ ~a ... 
R1.qd•1111ft.::yd ■ hla · ntw !-<:..cl '1'1'11! •J.o~c::lu:.i c. C,J Eh1~d! ip ►.~ u11 ! :iv ·~~ Pu..lC.-:1!:.11.,.-•r..:, PfXC~ GMUlr""rCl F~~ Fi"~dcd' f-!ilP!'' 
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Attachment 6: EPA-Waiver RegU'est 

Information Checklist/or Waiver Request 
The purpose of this checklist is to help ensure that all appropriate and necessary information is submitted to EPA EPA recommends that States 

review this checklist carefully and provide all appropriate information to EPA This checklist is for informational purposes only and does not 
need to be included as part of a waiver application. 

Items Notes 
0 

General . Waiver request includes the following information: 
0 Description of the foreign and domestic construction materials 
0 Unit of measure 
0 Quantity 
0 Price 
0 Time of delivery or availability 
0 Location of the construction project 
0 Name and address of the proposed supplier 
0 A detailed justification for the use of foreign construction materials . Waiver request was submitted according to the instructions in the memorandum . Assistance recipient made a good faith effort to solicit bids for domestic iron 

and steel products, as demonstrated by language in requests for proposals, 
contracts, and communications with the prime contractor 

Cost Waiver Requests . Waiver request includes the following information: 
0 Comparison of overall cost of project with domestic iron and steel 

products to overall cost of project with foreign iron and steel products 
0 Relevant excerpts from the bid documents used by the contractors to 

complete the comparison 
0 Supporting documentation indicating that the contractor made a 

reasonable survey of the market, such as a description of the process 
for identifying suppliers and a list of contacted suooliers 

Availability Waiver Requests . Waiver request includes the following supporting documentation necessary to 
demonstrate the availability, quantity, and/or quality of the materials for which 
the waiver is requested: 

0 Supplier information or pricing information from a reasonable number 
of domestic suppliers indicating availability/delivery date for 
construction materials 

0 Documentation of the assistance recipient's efforts to find available 
domestic sources, such as a description of the process for identifying 
suppliers and a list of contacted suppliers. 

0 Project schedule 
0 Relevant excerpts from project plans, specifications, and permits 

indicating the required quantity and quality of construction materials . Waiver request includes a statement from the prime contractor and/or supplier 
confirming the non-availability of the domestic construction materials for which 
the waiver is sought 

Has the State received other waiver requests for the materials described in this waiver 
request, for comparable projects? 
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EPA Checklist for Waiver Request 
Instructions: To be completed by EPA. Review all waiver requests using the questions in the checklist, and mark the appropriate box as Yes, No or NIA. 
Marks that fall inside the shaded boxes may be grounds for denying the waiver. If none of your review markings fall into a shaded box, the waiver is 
eligible for approval ifit indicates that one or more of the following conditions applies to the domestic product for which the waiver is sought: 

I. The iron and/or steel products are not produced in the United States in sufficient and reasonably available quantities and of a 
satisfactory quality. 

2. T . f' di he inclusion o l.l'on an or steel oroducts oroduced in the United States will increase the cost of the overall project by more than 2.5 percent. 
Review Items Yes No NIA Notes 

Cost of Waiver Request . Does the waiver request include the following information? 
0 Comparison of overall cost of project with domestic iron and steel 

products to overall cost of project with foreign iron and steel 
products 

0 Relevant excerpts from the bid documents used by the contractors 
to complete the comparison 

0 A sufficient number of bid documents or pricing information from 
domestic sources to constitute a reasonable survey of the market . Does the Total Domestic Project exceed the Total Foreign Project Cost by 

more than 25%? 
Availability Waiver Requests . Does the waiver request include supporting documentation sufficient to 

show the availability, quantity, and/or quality of the iron and/or steel 
product for which the waiver is requested? 

0 Supplier information or other documentation indicating 
availability/delivery date for materials 

0 Project schedule 
0 Relevant excerpts from project plans, specifications, and permits 

indicating the required quantity and quality of materials . Does supporting documentation provide sufficient evidence that the . Contractors made a reasonable effort to locate domestic suppliers of 
materials, such as a description of the process for identifying suppliers and a 
list of contacted suppliers? 

. Based on the materials delivery/availability date indicated in the supporting 
documentation, will the materials be unavailable when they are needed 
according to the project schedule? (By item, list schedule date and domestic 
delivery quote date or other relevant information) . Is EPA aware of any other evidence indicating the non-availability of the 
materials for which the waiver is requested? 
Examples include: 

0 Multiple waiver requests for the materials described in this waiver 
request, for comparable projects in the same State 

0 Multiple waiver requests for the materials described in this waiver 
request, for comparable projects in other States 

0 Correspondence with construction trade associations indicating the 
non-availability of the materials . Are the available domestic materials indicated in the bid documents of 

inadequate quality compared those required by the project plans, 
specifications, and/or permits? 
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Attachment 7; Construction Contract Lan2uaee 
The following language must be included in all construction and purchase contracts 

associated with a TWDB CWSRF or DWSRF loan: 

The Contractor acknowledges to and for the benefit of the Applicant ("Purchaser") and 

the Texas Water Development Board (TWDB) that it understands the goods and services 

under this Agreement are being funded with monies made available by the Clean Water 

State Revolving Fund and/or Drinking Water State Revolving Fund that have statutory 

requirements commonly known as "American Iron and Steel;" that requires all of the iron 

and steel products used in the project to be produced in the United States ("American Iron 

and Steel Requirement") including iron and steel products provided by the Contactor 

pursuant to this Agreement. The Contractor hereby represents and warrants to and for the 

benefit of the Purchaser and the TWDB that (a) the Contractor has reviewed and 

understands the American Iron and Steel Requirement, (b) all of the iron and steel 

products used in the project will be and/or have been produced in the United States in a 

manner that complies with the American Iron and Steel Requirement, unless a waiver of 

the requirement is approved, and ( c) the Contractor will provide any further verified 

information, certification or assurance of compliance with this paragraph, or information 

necessary to support a waiver of the American Iron and Steel Requirement, as may be 

requested by the Purchaser or the TWDB. Notwithstanding any other provision of this 

Agreement, any failure to comply with this paragraph by the Contractor shall permit the 

Purchaser to enforce this Agreement and recover as damages against the Contractor any 

loss, expense, or cost (including without limitation attorney's fees) incurred by the 

Purchaser resulting from any such failure (including without limitation any impairment or 

loss of funding, whether in whole or in part, from the TWD B or any damages owed to the 

TWDB by the Purchaser). While the Contractor has no direct contractual privity with the 

TWDB, as a lender to the Purchaser for the funding of its project, the Purchaser and the 

Contractor agree that the TWDB is a third-party beneficiary and neither this paragraph 

(nor any other provision of this Agreement necessary to give this paragraph force or 

effect) shall be amended or waived without the prior written consent of the TWDB. 
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Attachment Si Sample Certifications 

AIS Certification must document the location of the manufacturing process involved with the production 

of steel and iron materials. Each handler (supplier, fabricator, manufacturer, processor, etc.) of the iron 
and steel products and their step in the process must be recorded and certified as domestically performed. 

The applicant may utilize either 

(1) a Final Manufacturer Certification process, in which the final manufacturer that delivers the 

iron or steel product to the worksite, vendor, or contractor, may provide a certification identifying 

all handlers of the iron or steel product, and asserting that all manufacturing processes occurred 
in the US; or 

(2) a Step Certification process in which each handler of the iron or steel product provides a 
separate certification letter certifying that their step in the process was domestically performed. 
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Final Manufacturer Certification - Version 1 -AIS Products Delivered to Project Site 

The following information is provided as a sample letter of certification for AIS compliance. 
Documentation must be provided on company letterhead. The Final Manufacturer's Certification 
should list everyone who has handled the product, starting with the processor of the raw iron or 
steel through the contractor who installs the final product. 

Date 

Company Name 
Company Address 
City, State Zip 

Subject: American Iron and Steel Certification/or Project (XX\'.XX) 

I, (company representative), certify that the following products and/or materials shipped/provided to the 

project site below are in full compliance with the American Iron and Steel requirement as mandated in 
EPA 's State Revolving Fund Programs. 

Project Site location (City, State) : ___________ _ 

Project's Prime Contractor Name: _ __________ _ 

List for all Items, Products and/or Materials (Include all the predecessor manufacturing processes before 
the.final manufacturer for each item on the list): 

Item 1: ------------Pre de c es so r Manufacturing Process: _____________ _ 
Manufacturer's Name: __________________ _ 
Manufacturing location (City, State) : -------- ------
Predecessor Manufacturing Process: _________ _ ___ _ 
Manufacturer's Name: _______ _ __________ _ 
Manufacturing location (City, State): --------------
Item 2: ------------
Pre de c es so r Manufacturing Process: --------------
Man u fact u re r 's Name: ------- ---------- --Man u fact u ring location (City, State) : _____________ _ 

Predecessor Manufacturing Process: --------------Man u fact u re r's Name: _ _ _ ___________ _ ___ _ 
Manufacturing location (City, State) : _ ____________ _ 

If any of the above compliance statements change while providing material to this project we will 

immediately notify the prime contractor and the project engineer. 

Signed by company representative 

Page 26 of 32 



Final Manufacturer Certification - Version 2 -AIS Products Purchased from Supplier 
The Final Manufacturer's Certification should list everyone who has handled the product, starting 

with the processor of the raw iron or steel through to the Supplier. 

Date 

Company Name 
Company Address 
City, State Zip 

Subject: American Iron and Steel Certification for Project (XXXXX) 

I, (company representative). certify that the following products and/or materials shipped/provided to the 

Supplier listed below are in full compliance with the American Iron and Steel requirement as mandated in 

EPA 's State Revolving Fund Programs. 

Supplier: _________ __ _ 
Address: ------------
List for all Items, Products and/or Materials (Include all the predecessor manufacturing processes before 
the final manufacturer for each item on the list): 

Item 1: ------------Pre de c es so r Manufacturing Process: _____________ _ 
Manufacturer's Name: __________________ _ 
Manufacturing location (City, State): _ ___ ____ _____ _ 

Predecessor Manufacturing Process: - -------------Man u fact u re r's Name: __________________ _ 
Manufacturing location (City, State) : _ ____________ _ 

Item 2: ------------
Pre de c es so r Manufacturing Process: _____________ _ 
Manufacturer's Name: ______ ____________ _ 
Manufacturing location (City, State) : _____________ _ 

Predecessor Manufacturing Process: _ _______ _____ _ 
Manufacturer's Name: - ------------------
Man u fact u ring location (City, State) : _____________ _ 

If any of the above compliance statements change while providing material to this project we will 

immediately notify the Supplier. 

Signed by company representative 
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Step Certification 

A step certification is a process under which each handler (supplier, fabricator, manufacturer, 
processor, etc.) of the iron and steel products certifies that their step in the process was domestically 

performed. The Step Certification process requires you receive a separate letter from everyone who 
handles the product, starting with the processor of the raw iron or steel through the contractor who 

installs the final product. 

Step Certification Letter 

The following information is provided as a sample letter of step certification for AIS compliance. 

Documentation must be provided on company letterhead of each handler responsible for that process 
of the iron or steel product. 

Date 

Company Name 
Company Address 
City, State ZIP Code 

Subject: American Iron and Steel Step Certification for Project (XXXXXXXXXX) 

I, (company representative), certify that the (melting, bending, coating, galvanizing, cutting, etc.) process 

for (manufacturing or fabricating) the following products and/or materials shipped or provided for 
(project site ________ or to _______ company) is in.full compliance with the 

American Iron and Steel requirement as mandated in EPA 's State Revolving Fund Programs. 

Item 1: ------------Man u fact u ring location (City, State) : _____________ _ 

Item 2: ------------
Manufacturing location (City, State): _____________ _ 

If any of the above compliance statements change while providing material to this project we will 

immediately notify the prime contractor and the engineer. 

Signed by company representative 
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Step Certification Log 

The following information is provided as a sample log to keep track of step certification for AIS 
compliance. The TWDB makes no claims regarding the legality of the step certification log with respect 
to AIS compliance. 

Contractor: 
(Name) 

Supplier: 
(Name) 

American Iron and Steel 
Step Certi.fication Log for 

(Iron or Steel Product) 

(Item) 

(Item) 

Final Manufacturer: ------
(Name) (Item) 

Predecessor Manufacturer 1: - -----
(Name) (Item) 

Predecessor Manufacturer 2: - -----
(Name) (Item) 

Processor(e.g., foundry): _____ _ 
(Name) (Item) 

(Process) 

(Process) 

(Process) 

(Process) 

Page 29 of 32 



TWDB-1106 Rev 05/19 

De Minimis Log 

The following information is provided as a sample De Minimis log for AIS compliance. The TWDB makes no claims regarding the 
legality of the De Minimis log with respect to AIS compliance. 

Figure 1 • Information contained in the log example: Owner Name, Project Name, TWDB SRF Number, Contractor Name, Total Project Cost, Total Material Cost followed by 
data entered for each of the following categories: Item Number, Iron or Steel Product, Unit Cost, Quantity, Total Cost, Percent of Total Material Cost Less Than One Percent, 
Cumulative Cost, Percent of Total Material Cost Less Than Five Percent. 

Ilem:No. 

1 
2 

3 
4 
:s 
6 
7 
8 

9 

10 
11 
12 
13 

Owner Name: City 
Project Na.me: CID O 1 - P tote er 

TWDB SRF ~ o .: ;=:..;.-,.;. 
ComaciDr ~ame: Contractor 

Iron or Steel Product 

Steel D oer 
Bdts 

\Veldm2 rods 

American Iron and S1eel 

ere mmirnis. 1og 

TOltl Project Cost: $130;000.00 

Total Ma.terill Cost: $100,000.00 

Uni:Cart Qn~ Total.Coot %Mat Cost 
(<1%) 

$400.00 1 $ 400.00 0.40% 
$100.00 1 $ 100.00 0.10% 

$30.00 1 $ 30.00 0.03% 

CumCost %Mat Cost 
(< 5%) 

$ 40-0.00 0.40% 
$ 500.00 0.50% 

$ 530.00 0.53% 
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TWDB-1106 
Rev 05/19 

Attachment 9; Monthly American Iron and Steel Certificate Form 1106-A 

Compliance Submittal by Owner (Sub-Recipient) 

TWDB Project No. _______ _ 

Loan No. -------------
This executed certificate must be submitted with each Outlay report requesting funds 
associated with construction contracts for all iron and steel products and/or materials 
included within the project's construction contracts. 

I, ________________________________ of 

(Name) (Title) 
______________ hereby certify that all iron and steel 
products and/or materials incorporated into the construction, alteration, 
maintenance, or repair of the subject project are in full compliance with the 
American Iron and Steel requirements of Section 608 of the Federal Water 
Pollution Control Act (33 U.S.C. §1388) for the Clean Water State Revolving 
Fund or federal law, including federal appropriation acts and Section 
1452(a)(4) of the Safe Drinking Water Act (42 U.S.C. §300j-12(a)(4)), as 
applicable, for the Drinking Water State Revolving Fund, or comply with 
waivers granted by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. 

I understand that a false statement herein may subject me to penalties under federal and 
state laws relating to filing false st~tements and other relevant statutes. 

Signature Date 
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Attachment 10: Final American Iron and Steel Certification Form 1106-C 

Compliance Submittal by Owner (Sub-Recipient) 

TWDB Project No. ___ ____ _ 
Loan No. -------------

This executed certification must be submitted after the completion of the construction 
contract and prior to issuance of a Certificate of Approval by the TWDB, stating the 
project was completed in compliance with the AIS requirements. 

I, ________________________________ of 

(Name) (Title) 
______________ hereby certify that all iron and steel 
products and/or materials incorporated into the construction, alteration, 
maintenance, or repair of the subject project were in full compliance with the 
American Iron and Steel requirements of Section 608 of the Federal Water 
Pollution Control Act (33 U.S.C. §1388) for the Clean Water State Revolving 
Fund or federal law, including federal appropriation acts and Section 
1452(a)(4) of the Safe Drinking Water Act (42 U.S.C. §300j-12(a)(4)), as 
applicable, for the Drinking Water State Revolving Fund, or comply with 
waivers granted by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. 

I understand that a false statement herein may subject me to penalties under federal and 
state laws relating to filing false statements and other relevant statutes. 

Signature Date 

Page 32 of 32 




